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SENATE BI LL 6148

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Benton

Read first tinme 03/08/2007. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning
& K-12 Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the establishnment of collaborative life science
| earni ng centers; adding new sections to chapter 28A 300 RCW creating
a new section; and neki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes it is critically
i mportant for Washingtonians to invest in life science |learning centers
in order to nove Washington forward and maintain the state's position
as a world leader in the industries dependent on higher levels of life
sci ence research and | earni ng.

The legislature finds that it is critical to support new and
grow ng sectors of our econony such as the |life sciences and lay a

foundation that wll help the private sector to succeed. It is
inmportant to stinulate interest inthe life science fields, to inprove
wor kers' skills and articulate |ife science learning with all |evels of

public education, the community, and other state agencies that can
connect the learning with econom c devel opnent.

The legislature further finds that it is critical to provide skills
for the state's citizens in the changing econony by providing |earning
opportunities at the community |evel for nore people. Tradi tiona
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funding levels should be enhanced, accelerated construction and
operation of life science |earning nust occur, and know edge transfer
nmust be invol ved.

It is inportant for Washington, as part of its strategy to fulfil
a life sciences vision to assure Washington's citizens and conpani es
are uniquely positioned as world leaders in the life sciences, to stir
the mnds of our childrens' interest in |life sciences. It is also
inportant to provide first-hand hands-on instruction, and stinulating
communi ty- based | earning opportunities that steer young people into the
life sciences enploynent fields.

Therefore, it is the intent of the |egislature to devel op and fund
the construction and operation of life science learning centers in
strategic communities in Washington state. These centers, |ike current
education skill centers, nust be comunity-based and denonstrate
mul tiple |local partnerships, including |local public school districts
and community colleges, to assure community connectedness. These
centers nust al so of fer geographic and natural resource uni queness to
assure that the physical |ocations of these centers foster educational

opportunities and stinulation. It is also necessary to provide an
articulated education program at life science |earning centers that
w Il include the educational interaction between students of all ages

with each other and with established life science professionals to
assure the transfer of know edge, the encouragenent of younger people
to enter life sciences fields, as well as networking and nentoring.
Speci al consideration should be given to communities that also have a
four-year public institution of higher education that has an enphasis
on |ife sciences, natural sciences, or both.

The legislature furthernore declares that life science |earning
centers should receive unique and enriched capital and operationa
f unds.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction, in
consultation with the departnent of comunity, trade, and econonmc
devel opnent, shall establish a conpetitive process to solicit proposals
for and prioritize collaborative life science |earning center capital
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projects for potential funding in the state capital budget. The office
of the superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rul es governing
project eligibility and evaluation criteria.

(2) Application for funding of specific projects may be nade to the
office of the superintendent of public instruction by collaborative
partnerships forned to deliver life science educational programs. Such
partnershi ps nust include at | east one public school district. O her
partnering entities my include, but are not I|limted to, |ocal
governnents, state natural resource agencies, comunity coll eges,
nonprofit corporations, tribal governnments, and other entities, as
determ ned by the office of the superintendent of public instruction.

(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction, wth
the advice of l|eaders in |life sciences fields, including but not
limted to representatives from state natural resource agencies,
private business, public community and technical colleges, as well as
public baccal aureate institutions, shall establish and submt a
prioritized list of |ife science learning center capital projects to
the governor and the legislature in the office of the superintendent of
public instruction's biennial capital budget request beginning with the
2009- 2011 biennium and each biennium thereafter. The list shall
include a description of each project, proposed Ilife science
curriculum start-up and ongoi ng operational costs, and the anpunt of
recomrended state capital budget funding. The prioritized |ist shal
be devel oped t hrough open and public neetings.

(4) After the legislature has approved a specific list of projects,
the department of conmmunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent shall
devel op and nmanage appropriate contracts with the sel ected applicants.
The departnent shall not sign contracts or otherwise financially
obligate funds under this section until the |egislature has approved a
specific list of projects.

(5 1In contracts for grants authorized under this section, the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent shall include
provisions requiring that capital inprovenents be held by the grantee
for a specified period of tine appropriate to the anmount of the grant
and that facilities be used for the express purpose of the grant. |If
the grantee is found to be out of conpliance with provisions of the
contract, the grantee shall repay to the state general fund the
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princi pal amobunt of the grant plus interest calculated at the rate of
interest on state of Wshington general obligation bonds issued nost
closely to the date of authorization of the grant.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

The state of Washington shall fund collaborative |ife science
| earni ng centers using an enhanced education operating fornula, simlar
to that of skill <centers wunder the public K-12 school system
Qperational funding shall flow through the office of the superintendent
of public instruction to the participating local school districts.
O her participating state natural resource agencies, public community
and technical colleges, and universities are also eligible to receive
operational funding to nurture their active participation. Part of
this funding shall also provide for participation in the admnistrative
operations of these life science learning centers by comrunity-based
nonprofit partners.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sum of thirteen mllion two hundred
ni nety thousand dollars, or as nuch thereof as nmy be necessary, is
appropriated for the biennium ending June 30, 2009, from the state
bui | di ng construction account to the office of the superintendent of
public instruction for the construction of the Colunbia Springs
envi ronment al education center |ocated in Vancouver, WAshi ngton.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The sum of eighteen thousand seven hundred
fifty dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2007, fromthe general fund to the
office of the superintendent of public instruction for operational
expenses of the Col unbia Springs environnmental education center |ocated
i n Vancouver, WAshi ngton. It is the intent of the |egislature that
enhanced operational funding will be made avail abl e upon conpl eti on of
t he project.

--- END ---
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